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He was pleas’d with our men as they pafs'd in review, 
Andhislooks faid “* My lads, you'll have fomething to do.” 
On the left of his army our camp had been trac’d, 

And we found ourfelves clofe to the Keyferlicks* plac’d 
Their martial appearance fill’d all with delight, 

By fev'nt years clofe praflice inur'd to the fight. 

Well fed, and fine fellows, above fix feet high, 
Bewhifker’d each vifage, befabred each thigh; 
Grenadiers from Bohemia, Hungarians and Croats, 
Created on purpofe to cut Frenchmen’s throats; 
Curaffiers with hats fhot thro’ and cover’d with f{cars, 
With Hulans, Tirolians, Pandours, and Hullars. 

The leaft of them feem’d to be able to eat 

Six French at a breakfaft, and think it a treat. 

*T was fix’d on Famars we fhould make an attack, 

As plann’d by that great engineer, Colonel! Mack. 

We filent advanc’dt under cover of night, 

Our approach to conceal from the enemy’s fight. 


* Keyfer, in German, fignifies Emperor. Keyferlick, Imperial. The Aui- 
trian troops are therefore indifcriminately called Key/erlicks. 

+ The Emperor was at variance with the Tarks for 7 years, and that 
bloody war was {carcely terminated, when the coalition againft France 
was formed ; the Imperialifts were therefore allowed no refpite. 

} The Republicans had remained perfeétly quiet, fince their memo~- 
rable defeat inthe wood near St. Amand, and Prince Conourc, who 
had been long waiting for the reinforcements brought up by the Duke of 
Yorx, immediately upon their arrival, ifflued orders for his whole force 
to be in readine{s to march upon a moment's warning ; animmente train 
of heavy artillery having been previoully prepared, on the 22d, at mid- 
night. The camps were all in motion, “and the troops compofing the 
grand army, mauttering about 80,000 men, divided into four columns, 
filently begaa their march. The fires were carefully kept burning, and 
the few men left behind in camp, continued calling out Wer da from 
to poll ten inde left the enemy’s picquets might, had they been filent, 

wy to a fome extraordinary movement had 
‘occurre 
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When each column* purfuing a different way, 
Safe arriv’d at its flation before break of day, i 
A fog fpread around us, fo murky and denfe, 
We delay’d for fome time the attack to commence, 
Like a curtain, to rife by degrees it appear’d, 
Aurora peep’d forth, 4nd all nature was cheer'd. 
When Phebus propitioufly deigaing to fhine, 
Shot inftantly forth all his radiance divine. 
So glorious a fpeétacle then we perceiv’d, 
As, pafling defcriptiont, could fearce be believ'd. 
The eye fought relief from huge columns of men, 
That cover’d the valley, and wound thro’ thesglen. 
And while Sol on their:arms play’d refulgently bright, 
They proudly refleéted him back, his own light! 


The Centine!s on duty calling a//'sayell from the moh advanced tomes 
to the chain of pofls communicating with the camp, has in the dead 
night, an awful and a grand effeét; the cuftom has been highly repro- 
bated by many experienced officers, who fay, that a Centinel, thould 
be ail eye, and give no tongue, but in cafe of aétual danger; it was however 
univerfally pra&tifed by the Auftrians, and, on the 22d of May, they were 
more loud and frequent in their communications to each other than ufual. 
' * The troops compofing the column under the command of His Roy- 
al Highnefs the Duke of Yorx, advanced towards the Rhonelle, con- 
du@ed by proper guides, and without approaching ucat enough to alarm 
the advanced polts of the enemy, lay upon their arms till day break: that 
under Gen. Cor rer Epo was employed to obferve Valenciennes, towards Fa 
St, Saulue and Eftreux: Gen. Orto took up a pofition to prevent any 
fortie from Le Quefnois and the fourth, led on by: Gen, Ferranrs, was) 
deftined to affault the batteries conftru@ed u right banks of aie 4% 
Rhonelle, where the enemy’s advanced wspoiteds 9 : 
+ A remarkably thick fog favoured confiderably the approach of the © 
allies, though it in fome degree retarded their operations, till difperfed — 
by the penetrating rays of the rifing fun. The moft experienced veterans 
in the Duke’s army (and there were many who had feen much ative fer- 
vice inthe former wars) declared, that they had never witnelled fo beautiful 
afcene as the different columns afforded, advancing in every direétion in 
battle array, where the enemies were, by any wenn: aware oriledt ett: 
mity. ‘ 





| 
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Advancing with clos'd and compag fteady ranks, 

Our cavalry pofted in force on our flanks. 

Near an eminence form’d to advantage we view'd 

The gen’ral attack, which foon after enfued. 

The confli& commenc’d witha brifk cannonade, 

And fome batt’ries were ftorm’d by our fecond. brigade*, 
Some Huffars Carmagnol we perceiv'’d on the plain,. 
But wheeling, they wifely retreated again 

To a village, from whence they feem’d loth to retire, 


Till the Auftrian. artillery fet it on fire, 
Our column then o'er the Rhonellet the way led, 
To turn their right flank, but the daflards had fled. 


* After the picquets had been driven in, or rather had precipitately 
retreated, the columns under the command of the Duke of Yorx, and of 
Gen, Fexranis, advanced in different dire@ions nearer the Rhonelle: 
feveral batteries opened upon them as they approached from the oppo~ 
fite banks of the river, but with little effect, though a few of the Auftrian 
cuiraffers, who were more forward than the other troops, were wounded, 
They are fo called from wearing a brcaft-plate, which defends entirely 
the upper part of the body againft Fa fhot wounds; the curaifé nearly 
meets behind, and appears extremely cumiberfome and heavy, Lut from 
conftant habit, the foldiers fo appointed do not appear in the {malleft de- 
gree incommoded by its weight. 

The Auftrian heavy artillery was quickly brought up, and fome time 
was paflcd in abrifk cannonade on both fides, duting which, Vilerfpol 

was fet on fire by a fhower of fhells, thrown rapidly into the village, and 
then the beauty of the fcene (ifthe term is admiffible, when refle@ion 
tells us, the coafequences of its grandeur were produdtiye of havoc and 
 deftru&ion) was confiderably heightened. 

+ The huffars of Eftahazé and Barco, without meeting with any oppo- 

Sigonpepey foeriees at ta, village of Marefeb, when the brigade of 
battalions of Meee COY with the Britith and 
aes 9 sao ye cor ray. route, to take the redoubts 
Siouas oka the other troops, by turning the 







near 
: : pee i nga a haga 
hota in _ This movement had the defired effe@, as the 
French on th oning their pofts, fell back precipi tofome 
Suc thy had ced onthe henge Se 
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There join’d by the fam’d Efterhazé huffars, 

We approach’d a thick wood between that and Famiars. 
But our flankers advancing, perceiv’d, when drawn near, 
The poft was entirely abandon’d and clear. 

Rejoic’d fo completely our point to have gain’d, 

In that ftrong pofition fome hours we remain’d. 

Then forwards were order’d fome batteries to ftorm*, 
‘Whence the firing continued tremendoufly warm. 


Early in the day, feveral f{quadrons of French cavalry, formed on a ri- 
fing ground, were feen threatening the flank of Gen, Fexnanis’ column ¢ 
they were attacked by the Hanoverian life guards, drawn up on the plain 
below them, io a molt {pirited manner; indeed, nothing could exceed the 
bravery with which they repeatedly galloped up the hill, menacing their 
adverfaries, who at length, teafed by their frequent threats, came pouring 
down upon them, fword in band, like a torrent rufhing violently over the 
fides of a craggy mountain, and threatening to lay wafte the country at 
its bafe. 

They were met more than half way, both parties urging their horfes’ 
heads againfteach other, with an impetuofity which appeared irrefiftable, 
Like contending waves driven together by oppofite currents, they at firft 
appeared one firm copfolidated body, neither fide yielding for a moment, 
but to gain new force ; at length the Republicans loft ground, and their 
opponents purfuing them, the moft dreadful carnage inftantly enfued. 

Every broad fword appeared flufhed with recking gore up to the very 
* pilt, nor was the vitory atchieved without a confiderable lofs on the fide 
of the conquerors. They had g officers killed, two were taken prifon- 
ers, 4 wounded, and 67 rank and file were killed, wounded or miffing. 

* Gen, Ferrans, after cannonading for fome time, carried the ene 
trenchments in front of the French line, at the point of the bayonet, 
With him was flationed the 14th, 53d, and flank companies of the g7th 
regiment, compofing the 2d Britith brigade under the command of Gen. 
Anzxcromsis. Seven pieces of cannon, and upwards of r50 prifoners, 
were taken inthe redoubts.. Gen. Assrcromate loft only x drum- 
mer, and 1 rank and file killed, # fefjcants, and 12 wounded. The Au- 
firiang, however, experienced a confiderable lofs of men. (It may not 
pe amifs thus early in the narrative, to flate, for the information of thofe 
unconneéted with military tranfaétions, and who perhaps never before 
heard the term explained, that rank and file means, in gazette returns, the 
corporals and private foldiers,) — m MRE CHE 
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Infufficient our force to poffefs them was found, 

And we foon countermarch’d to our former ftrong ground. 
Ere morn’s crimfon beams ting’d the tips of the trees, 
Refolv’d, Coute qui coute, on thofe batt’ ries to feize; 
But prudent, or probably feiz'd with a fright, 

Our foes, tres polis, {camper'd off in the might*. 

From their camp.at Famars too, they feudded away, ° 
To Cambrai, and Bouchain, Arras, and Douai. 

A place of more ftrength we fhall fcarce ever fee, 

Than the camp thus obtain’d; a moft perfcé& glacis. 
Chains of batt’ries commanding each other were found, 
And’twas known, had they bravely difputed their ground, 


Two regiments of Hanoverian infantry, and a battalion of their grena- 
diers, which had ferved at Gibraltar, and was diftinguifhed by having 
the name of that impenetrable rock, worked round the coat-fleeve, were 
alfo prefent, and they, as well as the Britifh brigade, had their full 
fhare of the honor gained by that column, which was, it will be feen, the 
molt, ix fire. In the evening, the Duke of Yorx advanced along a hol- 
law way towards the village of Artré, againft the works behind Famers, 
bat upon its being reprefented to his Royal Highnels that the French 
were there fo advantageoufly pofted, that every effort to diflodge them 
that evening would be fruitle{s; the troops were countermarched, and, 
wearied out with the fatigues which they had undergone, (having been 
marching the greater part of the night of the 22d, and employed the agd 
from day break to fun fet without any refrefhment, excepting a {mall 
portion of ammunition bread and water) they lopped off the boughs 
_ from the neighbouring trees, and twining them together, formed a flight. 
e3 covering for the night, where they were permitted to repofe, without 

_ however quitting their arms for amoment, after Seomgplcqoera had been 

_ poftedintheirfront. =~ 
; rt ee ee morning, the allies were once more 
~ formed, and moving fleadily forwards, it, was found that their enemics had 
 aaabieaaioge head and retrcated to the grand army, ftill {uppofedto 
uponthe formidable heights of Famars. See 
indced have been the conteft, had that beenthe cafe, 
had univerfally gone forth,and the Republicans 
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’T would have coft the allies, to have put them to rout, 
Four thoufand brave fellows, beyond any doubt. 
Mack*, beforehand, had made an exaét computation, 
Not including odd limbs imhis nice calculation. 

Of the peafantry round, how diftreffing the fate! 
Their treatment t a /oldier muft bluth to relate. 

The Heffians and Auftrians, to rapine inur’d, 

And our troops by their banefu! example allur’d, 
Exceffes commit, that muft ruin our caufe, 

If continued, in breach of all order, and laws. 


»® Col. Mack, who had planned the whole attack, was ‘lightly wounded 
early on the morning of the 2gd, and forced to quit the field before he 
faw the viétory enfured to Prince Conoure. Count Cos Loaeno’s co- 
Jumn was the firft that took poffeflion of the beighis, and the French were 
feen on full marth to the fortrefles in their rear, as Ferrano the goyer- 
nor of Valenciennes, after completing his garrifon to 11,000 men, clofed 
the gates upon the reft of the difpirited Republicans, who all endeayon- 
red to gain admiffion to that town, as the neareft place of fafety for the 
moment—fo great—fo unaccountable was their alarm. 

+ On the 4th, after the troops had taken up their ground uponthe 
heights, they were permitted to go in fearch of water, to the village of 
Famars, and under that pretext, behaved moft feandaloufly to the perfe- 
ented inhabitants, who were pillaged and deprived of the whole of their 
property; nay, their very clothes were forcibly torn from off their backs, 
and they were feen almoft naked at their cottage doors, wringing their 
hands in the greateft mifery. The officers of different. corps exerted_ 
themfelves as much as poffible, to difcover and to punith the offenders ; 
and the captain of a troop of Auftrian huffars, upon. bei told that one 

_ of his men had torn the bed from under a woman. her infant, of 
which fhe had been but a fhort time delivered, cut downithe hardened 
villain with his fabre, and left his body on ghill near the fpot ; this 
a€tof fummary juftice had the defred effeét, in 
the unbridled licentioufnefs of the Toldiery 5, Oe of plunder was 
Sine cambric, as great quantities were manufaéwured at the villages furround= 
ing Valenciennes, Many of the Britih difgraced themfelves by marau- 
ding, and a corporal of the rit regiment of guards, who croffed a branch 
Of the Rhonelle, to fearch a houfe on the e banks of ao 
encumbered his body with fuch a quantity of ag i s yhch be nd 

wound round his waift, that he was drowned in his 
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The heights of Famars, on Valenciennes look down, 
And we now have completely blockaded the town; 
Mont Anzin* has been luckily gain’d by Ciarrrart, 
And the fiege will commence, without further delay. 


* At the very moment when Prince Conoure’s army advanced upon 
Famars, Cuatararr, as had been previoully concerted, aflaulted the 
camp of Mont Anzin,on the oppofite fide of the river Scheldt; and his 
operations were fortunately crowned with equal fuccefs, though he ex- 
perienced from his opponents a more obftinate and fteady refiftance. 
His lofs muft therefore have exceeded that of the grand army, amounting 
to about 600 men. The French were reported to have experienced a 
Jofs, in the various attacks made upon them on the 2gd, about 9,000; 
yet as at Famars they made no fland, excepting to favor their re- 


* treat, that account mutt furely have been much exaggerated. Thofe un- 


acquainted with the fecret defences of Valenciennes, have frequently ex. 
prefied their- aftonifiiment, that the bombardment of the place 
did not commence from Mont Anzin, a fituation completely com- 
manding the citadel: but to the Marguis de Bouillie, at that time with 
the Duke's army, the befiegers were indebted for the information he gave 
them, that mines of confiderable magnitude and extent were formed in 
that direétion, which rendered itextremely hazardous toadvanceC1 ain- 
¥AIT’s camp too near the place. 

Condé and Valenciennes being thus both entirely abandoned to their 
fate, Prince Conoure determined, from the accounts he early received 
of the great {carcity that exifted in the former place, as well as from the 
difficulty of approaching near enough to ereét his batteries On account of 
the inundations, to blockade it clofely, and wait till hunger fhould oblige 
the governor to throw open the gates; while he proceeded vigoroufly 
with the fiege of thelatter. The park of heavy artillery, for battering in 
breach, large mortars aod howitzers, were accordingly ordered to be 
brought up immediately, and in the mean time, the different troops took 
up their pofitions te draw more clofely round, and form the inveftiture 
of the place, The Auftrians under Gen, Ferraris extended from the 
Scheldt near the village of San/we to Soltain, where their left communica. 
ted with the grenadiers of the guards forming the right of the Bri- 
tith army, which, winding between the villages of Preffeau and Aulnoil, 


joined the Hanoverians and Heffians at Famars ; while Cuararart’s 


army extended from the left banks of the Scheldt to St. Leger, commu- 
nicating alfo with rs. The remainder of Prince Conounc’s forces 
formed a grand army of at leaft 80,000 men, part of which 
wieqencheh Mebiere iti and Le en while the main body 
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To our fummons, this anfwer with fcorn was return’d, 
That flaves, and theirterms, they contemptuoufly fpurn’d*. 


prefented a front to the army of the north, regulating its motions by the 
movements of the enemy, and outflanking Cambray and Douay; while the 
Dutch, who had fucceeded in their attack upon Mouchin on the 23d, and 
made themlelves, at the fametime, mafters of Orchies, by occupying the 
polis from thenceto Tournay, fupported by the Pruffians at Hannon, and 
the camp of Maulde, protected the army, bloccading Condé againft 
forties from Lille. 

* Prince Conourc had complimented the Duke of Yorx with the 
command of the befieging army, and his Royal Highnefs, immediately 
after the battle of Famars, fent and Aidde Camp with a fummons to 
Ferranp, the Governor, which was anfwered with all the infolent fami- 
liarity of thofe new difciples of equality, enclofed in a copy of an oath, 
tied round with thetri-coloured ribband, by which the garrifon had bound 
themfelves rather to be buried under the ruins, than furrender to the 
enemies of the republick, 


————— 


At this time the French obtained fome trifling advantages over the 
Dutch in Weft Flanders. Prince Frenericx of Naflaun Orange 
had eftablithed his head-quarters at Menin, and advanced his pofts 
as far as Roubaix. It could hardly be expeéted that the French 
would permit him to remain long in quiet poffeflion of a pofition fo 
near to Lille. Onthe 2gth, a large body advanced from that fortrefs, 
and drove his pofts back upon Tourquoin, where they made a fland, but 
were at length obliged to retreat through Menin upon Courtray, with a 
lofs of 21 officers, and 450 men, killed, wounded, and miffing. Thenext 
day Prince Frrpert cK again approached Menin, whichis thelafttown un- 
fortunately for its inhabitants on the Emperor’s frontiers, therefore living 
“under daily apprehenfions of eruptions from the French who frequently at- 
tackit forthe fake of pillage, and not thinking it worthdefending, retire to 
Lille, and only defer their next vifit till they imagine the inhabitants 
have again cc llcéted their farniture and effeéts, and can fupply them with 
freth booty. A column of 5,000 men from Dunkirk arrived before 
Furnes on the goth of April, the garrifon of the place amounting only to 
about 1200 Dutch oppofed them for fome hours, but, from a want of 
artillery, they were ultimately obliged to retreat, and to fall back upon 
Oftend. There too, the objeé of the French was evidently plunder, as they 
loft no time in loading empty carts they had brought with them for that 
purpofe, with the military ftores and ammunition; and after ripping 
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Tell Emma, whenever we enter the place, 
J’ll remember fhe with’d for fome beautiful lace. 


the houfes of every article they could lay their hands pon, retired laden 
with their (poils, carrying off the burgomafter, and five other magifirates, 
as hoftages for the contributions they demanded of oxen, theep, and 
forage. 

On the fide of the Rhine more ferious attacks were made by Custine, 
who appeared determined to flrain every nerve to relieve Mayence. 
Having previoufly obliged Prince Howenzor, by an attack upon his 
camp near Homburg, to fall back upon Kaiferflauterr, thereby once more 
gaining Poffeflion of Deux Ponts, Hovcuaxnd kept the Pruifians in that 
quarter in check, while Pirmafens was affaulted ; that poft carried, aftrong 
column was detached to file off round Spires towards Mayence. The gar~ 
tifon of Landau at the fame time made a fuccefsful fortie upon the Au- 
ftrians and emigrants under the Prince de Conox, forming the blockade 
of the place on the fide towards the Rbine, while Cusrine, with 
three ftrong columns, comprifing the main body of his army, aflaulted 
‘Wurmfer on that towards the Molelle, at day break on the 17th of 
May. The engagement became gencral ocar Billickheim, and the French, 
at the firft onfet, had decidedly the advantage; but, fays Cuftine, ** while 
the infantry were forming, a fquadron of our own cavalry riding up to~ 
wards them, one of the battalions miltook them for the enemy, and 
retreated in diforder: it became therefore impoflible to rallythem, and ia 
their fhameful flight, they fired upon the other troops, and behaved 
themfelves like cowards."* Gen. Wukmsu x washoweyer obliged to fail 
back behind the river Queich, and though this attempt to relieve May- 
ence failed, the French gained a very confiderable advantage, by opening 
the communication with Landau, and making themfelves matters of feveral 
important pofts in its vicinity. Cusrine was foon after removed to 
the command of the army of the north, as bis free manner of talking of 
the conduét of his foldicrs had rendered him unpopular on the Rhine. 
Probably expeéting this event, he feems to have haltened this attack 
on the allies, left his fucceflorjafter his departure, fhould reap the glory. 
of the operations he had himfelf planned. The Auftrians reckoned 
their lofs at 130 killed. The Emigrants theirs at roo, 

On the 7th of June, the Republicans, to the aumber of 2,600, made 
an cruption into the duchy of Luxembourg, after defeating Baron Schre= 
der at Arlons, On the rath, they were, however, in their turn, repulled 
and driven back upon Thienvi'le, and various fkirmithes of lefs import- 
ance took place, evidently thewing the wonderful refourles of the 
French, ae could fo vigoroufly oppofe the various armies invading 
their territories in every direétion, at atime when they had fo formida- 

“ble an enemy to contend with in the interior. 


LETTER VII. 


Came ar Sorrair, July 29d, 1793- 


Opening of the Trenches preparatory to the Siege of Valenciennes—Bombard« 
ment of the Place—Ferrand’s boafted Sortie—Sufferings of the Inbabitants 
Operation carried on by the Befiegers. 


OUR works* we've advanc’d to the walls of the town, 
So clofe, that they threaten to batter them down. 

Since our fummons, Ferran p has with'fcorn difregarded, 
Valenciennes has, alas, been feverely bombarded: 

And duty, the fubalterns calls for fo faft, 

That two thirds of our time in the trenches is patt. 


* On the night of the 13th of June, the trenches were opened before 
Valenciennes; and on the 14th, at day break, the firft parallel was efta- 
blithed, and with very little lofs, as their enemies fortunately did not 
perceive the parties advancing, owing to the extreme darknefs of the 
night; nor could they, as the foil was of a foft clayey nature, unmixed 
with ftones or gravel, hear them at their work till they had entrenched 
themfelves fufficiently to be well proteéted againft the firing from the 
ramparts. The French had burnt down the village of Marlis, fituated 
clofe upon the fuburbs of the town, left it flould afford any cover to 
the befiegers in their approaches ; in that direction, however, on the one 
fide, and towards St. Saulve on the other, the workmen commenced 
their labours, taking advantage of a dollow way they fortunately dif- 
covered, ‘which in a great meafure formed the firft’ paralicl op- 
pofite to the horn-work of the place. Every moment was then 
employed by the Auftrian General Fernanis, who fupeérintended the 
formation of the trenches, in enlarging and rendering, that parallel 
fufficiently wide to admit the guns as well as the carts and fledges em- 
ployed for the conveyance of the fhells and ammunition. The fafcines 
for the banquettes were placed, the mortar and cannon batteries marked 
out and numbered, and proper embraffures for the heavy guns were 
formed as the parapets were conftructed ; on the 18th of June the bom- 
bardment of the town commenced, which was anfwered britkly by the 
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_ The privates fcarce compafs @ peep at their camp, 
Yet no toil can their courage or chearfulnefs damp. 
The burden * and heat of the day they fuftain, _[plain. 
With their hearts in the caufe, and would fcorn to com- 
Brave fellows!, your temples the laurels fhould bind 
Were your merits recorded: the chieftain + we find, 
At price of your valour exalting his name, 
And gaining his niche in the temple of Fame. 
You lament our loft guns, but my friend, underfland 
"T'was a ftory trump’d up by that dreamer Ferranp. 
Who judg’d that the duz of a defp’rate fortie 
Would ferve for a wonder, nine days, 4 Paris. 


| * The Britith guards, as it was frequently remarked, Neola do more 
work than any of the troops employed in the trenches, during the fiege 
of Valenciennes. This was, however, eafily accounted for; they had 
moft of them heen accuftomed to coal heaving on the river Thames; and 
were thereby enured to every fpecies of bodily labour. 
+ “ The chieftain triumphs, and the chieftain dies, 
#* And honours wait upon his life or death ; 
« But then the humble foldier, he who falls 
® And dies unnotic’d by the voice of Fame, 
** Is the dear object of fome anxious breaft ; 
| « For him fome parent, wife, or child prefers 
* The daily pray'r. 
; “4 Think you not the heart 
« That beats beneath the humble tunic feels 
« The lofs of relatives with pangs as great 
«As that which ‘beneath the richeft’ toga ?”” 
party of the French ‘in garrifon at Valenciennes, were 
ave fallied forch upon the trenches on the 17th of June, and 
t 13 of the British guns. Such a report was, it is true, 
onal Convention, and inferted in the Paris are 
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And TRUTH not a line, as he knew, could advance 
To cheer for a moment difpirited France. 


they perceived their enemies approaching, to remain perfectly quict, and 
fuffering them to reach the trenches, to leap the parapet, and charge 
brifkly with the bayonet; while large detachments of cavalry, which 
were conftantly formed behind the ruins of JVarlis, and the battered 
buildings on the other extremity of the firft parallel, by charging over 
loofe fafcines, would alfo have at once borne down upon both flanks of the 
republicans, In that cafe, inftead of {piking up the Britis guns, few of 
them would have been fuffered to efcape with the fad tidings to Ferrand. 

What gave rife to the report of this memorable fortie was, the appearance 
of a {mall party of the garrifon, immediately after their ufnal dinner hour, 
(when the firing from the ramparts was always redoubled) drawn up, under 
cover of their guns. The alarm was given, When the Hanoveriansy 
then on duty, contrary to their orders, began a ufelefs fire of mufque- 
_ try over the parapet of the trenches, upon which the reconnoitering he- 
roes of the n, after difcharging their picces in the air, took refuge 
once again “i their formidable walls, As a Frenchman’s pen is 
formed in fu extraordinary manner, that it naturally glides off into 
gafconade, we cannot wonder that Ferrand, in his difpatches to his lords 
and matters, fhould {pike up 13 pieces of artillery, but muft rather admire 
his humility and moderation, in marking down fo infignificant a num- 
ber, for the addition of a fingle cypher would certainly have given a 
much higher finifh to the tale. 

It would be deemed by moft readers tedious and uninterefting to 
‘enumerate minutely the daily occurrences that took place during the 
fiege. While the trenches were forming, they were Indeed invariably 
-thefame. The firft parallel completed, approaches were made by means 
of {mall trenches, called zigzags, from the form in which they were 
conftruéted ; from the moft advanced point of which, a fecond line was 
marked out, in which direction a wide trench was formed, while the _ 
inceffant fire kept up from the fir? parallel, protected the men at work upon 
the fecond, and, when that was finihed, the cannons, mortars, and 
howitzers were advanced, while a third was pufhed on in like manner to 


within about 60 yards of the creft of the glacis. The new works, when 


it was neceflary to break ground, were uniformly conftru@ted in the 
night ; and the garrifon, dy throwing from their mortars luminous balls, 
affording them a very clear and fteady light, were enabled to’afcertain in 
what direStion they fhould aim thcir fhells. A few fhots from the | 


"trenches, however, ufually extinguifhed them, | 
"Several inftances of the moft intrepid courage, and total diffegard of q 


rete See | 
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Her rulers, however, have confciettices fupp 

And gull is the word, pour amufer les peuple’. 

Our foes night and day keep us fully employ'd, 

And the town muft, we fear, be completely deftroy’d. 
_ Each quarter in turns has been noted on fire, 

Yet their fleady defence we're compell’d to admire. 


private, in the Auftrian corps of bombardiers, perceiving that alive fhell 
from the town had fallen clofe to feveral loaded ones placed in the 
trenches for immediate ufe, not far too from a magazine of powder, was 
cool enough at the moment, and had his thoughts fufficiently about him, 
to gather up a handful of the earth, and with it deadening the port/ite, 
cut it off, ere it could communicate with the combuttible matter ; thereby 
{natching himfelf and his companions from a fudden death, and faving « 
the depot of ammunition. He was rewarded by promotion to the rank 
of Serjeant, and received the firf order of merit. lequences of 
large thells, upon explofion, were fometimes dreadfu “but a want of | 
caution was ufually difcernable, where they took any very marked effect. 
It was extremely difficult to keep the men on covering parties (as they or 
in fact no active labour to engage their minds) from fleeping. 
would often gather in numbers under little theds, which they from bed 
to time had formed with loofe fafcines, and it was there they fuffered 
moft feverely. One night, fix privates of the guards, had diftovered in 
the fecond parallel an excavation in the bank, made ufe of at the com. 
mencement of the fiege as a temporary powder magazine. It was fup- 
pofed to have been bomb-proof, but a thirteen-inch thell, while thofe ill- 
fated ‘and infatuated men were flceping there, came flanting over the 
fummit of the oppofite parapet, and forcing its way in at the very en- 
trance of the cave, tore them ina moment limb from limb. / 
‘About the fame time (on the gth of July) an unaccountable explofion 
was heard in the camp of the r1th light dragoons. It was found, that 
one of the foldiers had difcovered a 13 inch fhell near the village of 
) Marlis, the fee of which had been in its fall; he had 
wheeled it up before to his tent, a , 
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Their cannoneers, wonderful judgment have fhewn, 
~ And their thells with the niceft precifion are thrown. 
From our camp, the tremendous bombardment each night, 
Affords a moft awful, yet beautiful fight. 
While nimbly the fly tkipping howitzer flies, 
The folemn Thirteen flowly moves thro’ the fkies. 
Red hot fhot, riochet, and the hoarfe twenty-four, 
Vocif’rous in concert all horribly roar. [vey'd, 
Their church*, whence fo clearly our camps they fure 
For its lofty pre-eminence dearly has paid. 
The Thirteens their way to it {peedily found, 


_ And 3 pci than light’ning its tow’r kifs’d the ground. 


if, THe largefifiehurch i in Valenciennes, a moft beautiful and elegant 
piece of Gothic architecture, was entirely demolifhed; che mortars hav- 
ing been pointed again{t it from the very commencement of their firing; 
asthe garrifon, from its lofty tower, commanded a view of the futround- 
ing camps, and could difcover plainly the motions of the befieging ar- 
my, The barracks in that quarter of the town, near the gate of Lille, 
Jwere reduced to a mere heap of afhes, and being very extenfive, had, 
when ¢ on fire, a moft awful, and tremendous appearance, 

' Humanity experienced many a heart-felt pang, when refleQion dwelt 
upon the neceffity of aiming the ‘deftrudtive fhell at the very fpot, where it 
“was known our fellow creatures were in crowds colleéted ; endeavour- 

‘ing to extinguith the devouring flames. Alas! how many of the 
peaceful inhabitants mutt at thofe moments, compelled to remain pent 
‘up within their ‘walls, have loft their lives by lingering and excru- 
iating wounds! What a difmal profpeét too. was open to the fad fur- 
-vivors ; ‘doomed to. bebold their former habitations levelled with the 

ground; | the aged parents, perbaps i ufly deprived, by the {plin- 


‘ 


t fer of the very bomb which had confumed their property, of thofe 


‘whofe induftrious: toil, themfelves now patt all labour, 
ed up filely for their, daily reid. Ever tooin apprehenfior of 
il form when the rapacious foldier, freed frqm all reftraint, har- 
dened by by feenes of carnage,-and become more favage oe the half- 
tie vee is ce once Iet loofe to glut his thirfly foul in pillage, 
Soa fpecics of excefs. Of all the various articles con- 
ie tia Snide of wars dire horrors, 
_ None furely can exceed the fufferings of the defencelefs citizens in a bom- 
“barded fortrefs capo oe derive ful or buried in dak cale+ 
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Condé* to the Auftrians has fall’n by blockade, 
And the garrifon pris’ners of war have been made. 


mates, and deprived of air, till the parched tongue calls feebly upon 
death to end {uch complicated miferies, 

« O would the warrior think, when he has grafped, 

“ With fanguine hand, the flag of victory; 

« When he furveys the viétims of his valour 

*¢ Piled up before him, be has made affli€tion 

* Stalk with coloffal ftrides o'er fcenes unnumber'd, 

** And chang’d abodes of blifs to haunts of woe : 

** To his rapt eye the blooming flowers would fade, 

*¢ Strewed is his path, to hail his car of triumph; 

‘* The fragrant incenfe lofe its power to charm, 

** And choral fongs feem drowned in piercing fhrieks.’” 


* The troops in garrifon at Condé, after having made feveral inefs 
feétual attempts to eftablifh batteries with a view of diflodging the be-~ 
fiegers, in order to procure, by incurfions into the hbouring vil. 
lages, a temporary fupply of freth provifions ; farre at difcretion 
on the roth of July, having been long in the utmoft diftrefs, and reduced 
to live upon eleven ounces of bread, two ounces of /alted horfe flefh, and 
a very trifling quantity of rice per diem. The fearcity was owing, it 
was faid, to Dumougizz having drawn ont from the| magazines of 
the town the greateft part of the provifions for the fupply of his army 
when at the camp of Maulde. On the 13th, the French garrifon, 
amounting to about 3,650 men (nearly gs50 remaining fick behind them) 
marched out as prifoners of war, after enduring a blockade of two and 
feventy days. They had, by means of rockets, and other fignals, fre- 
quently informed the governor of Valenciennes of their fituation, and, 
when the wind was ina quarter favouring their views, letters were fent 
by {mall bal/oons, many of which falling fhort of their intended deftina- 
tion, were found by the befiegers,  Provifions for not more than eight and 
forty hours remained when they furrendered. 

The guns found upon the ramparts, being moftly two and thirty 
pounders, were removed to the batteries conftruéted in the gd parallel 
before the town of Valenciennes: the more effeétually enabling the 
beficgers ta fire point blank upon the works, in order to create a prac. 
ticable breach. The trenches were advanced fo near the horn-work of 
the place, that the Tiralleurs and rifle-men could eafily, from behind 
the fand-bags placed upon the parapet of the 3d parallel, difcover and 


take aim at the potted in their covert way. It was by no 
mess cnn cea oe ana open 
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Good news from’ Valenciennes I foon fhall relate, 
As Ferrand, tho’ no prophet, may guefs at its fate. 


parties converfing familiarly together, and the mext to behold them ine 
veterately firing upon each.other. 

Air guns were made ule of at that ‘period by a corps in the fervice 
of his Imperial Majefty, conftruéted on anew and curious principle of 
mechanifm; the ramrods aGting upon them as pumps, to load the bar- 
rels. The inventor, if he fill exifts, is kept, as it is faid, in ‘clofe con- 
finement at Vienna, leh the fecret fhould by any means tran{pire. 

On the r6th of July, a French officer, with a flag of truce, appeared 
advancing from the town : \all firing ceafed, of courfe, immediately; and 
it was fuppofed the governor had fent him out with  propofals of capitu- 
lation. His bufinefs was, however, merely to obtain permiffion for a 
lady (Madame Métiovur) who was indifpofed, to pafs to a place of fafety 
through the camp of the befiegers, During the thort period of tran- 
‘quillity that then enfued, the French officers, and thofe of the allies, on 
duty at the time, advanced between the trenches and the town, and 
talked familiarly together, when it appeared from, all accounts, that 
Fexrawnp’s determination was to hold out till a prafticable breach was 
made, and shen, unlefs Custine advanced to.his relief, to treat with 
the befiegers.. © ‘ Sieh 

It had been well remembered that a trumpeter, in the drefs of the 
Imperialifts; had paffed through the encampments, with a letter ap- 
parently from Cobourg to Ferrand. The circumftance was talked of at 
the time, and the allies now learnt, that thay had been deceived by the 
fluency with which he {poke the German language. The fellow was, in 
fad, a meflenger difpatched-by Gen. Custine; he dextroufly ma- 
naged to pafs from poft to poll, and ultimately gained the town, founding 
his trumpet, and producing boldly his@ifpatcbec. In like manner, he 
alfo retutned unfafpetied. A tremendous fire on both fides followed this 
fhort fufpenfion of hoftilities. And when the di/mouncing guns were 
placed ppon the batteries of the gd parallel, a fecond fummons was fc 
to Gen. Fer ann, to whicha molt laconic anfwer was returned, writ- 
ten, as it was faid, upon the back of the Duke of Yorx's own are. 
* Cuftine repondirat’ © 9 ms ane ie vee 


15 had now pothed on their works fo clofe upon the 





nate his 
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He has hitherto look’d for relicf from Cuftine, * 
Who now for fome time paft at Paris has been, 
Awaiting tlie honours of Dame Guillotine. 
The verfes enclos’d, at your leifure perufe, 
They'll anfwer, perhaps, a dull hour to amufe. 
With my love, prefent copies to Emma and Sue ; 
Duty calls, fo accept of this hafty adieu. 





Verfes written by an Officer when on Duty in the 
Trenches before Valenciennes, enclofed in the 
preceding Letter. 


WHERE thund’ring cannon vomit {moke and fire, 
Where balls and fhells fly whiftling o’er my head; 
Say, will the Mufe her votary infpire? 
Say, will the deign ’midft fcenes like thefe to tread? 


Erft was I wont to hail thee in the fhade, 

The cryftal ftream meand’ring at my feet ; 
Or feated by my lovely nut-brown maid, 

Thy prefence cheer’d me in the ftill retreat! 


Where peace, attended by her fmiling train, 

On Thames’s banks, delighted feem’d to ftray, 
Near Runnymede /ecurely held her reign, 

And joy’d to fee the {porting heifers play! 
Thefe days, thefe halcyon days! again fhall come, 
_ But now I woo thee to a diff’rent {cene; 
Attend where founds the difcord-ftirring drum, 

Attend ‘midft death and havoc, maid ferene! 


( 54 ) 
Where Defolation thakes his gory locks, 
And under foot Bellona* Ceres treads; 


Her hopes the hell-born Fury grinning mocks, 
And blood amidft her promis’d harveft theds. 


There, where your batter’d heap of flonest is pil’d, 
Once dwelt perhaps, a fond and happy pair! 
Perhaps a prattling infant fweetly {mil’d, 
And lent its little aid to banifh care. 


But they were flaves, fo faid afpiring France, 
And freedom offer'd from the cannons mouth; 
Bidding her Democratic Sons advance, 
And fpread her principles from North to South. 


Can flaves to wickednefs t be titled free? 

Can mifcreants wallowing in their country’s blood, 
Bafk in thy f{miles, celeftial Liberty? 

Goddefs, propitious only 0 the good! 


See where their haplefs Monarch flaughter’d lies! 
Hear the wild anguifh of their captive Queen, 
Each morn beholds new fhapes of horror rife, 
And Fear and Death divide the blood-ftain’d f{cene. 


* The lines of encampment, furrounding Valenciennes, were drawn 
through large fields of ftanding corn nearly ripe. The farmers’ hopes 
‘were thus inftantaneoufly blafted upon the inveftiture of the place, and 
the waving grain trodden down, and left to wither on the ground. 

+ Ruins at Marlis, the neareft yillage to the town of Valenciennes; 
formerly famous for a Royal manufaétory having been cfablifhed there 
for nails, and many thoufand pounds worth of iron was deftroyed 
when it was burnt by Ferrawo’s orders, upon the allies advancing 
after the battle of Famars, 

} This cannot furcly be mifconfrwed into an illiberal remark upon a 
whole nation. Every man of common humanity beheld the fanguinary 
atrocities committed by the regicidal rulers of the Convention, at that 
period, with loathing and difgult, 
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LETTER VII... 


Camp at Sourarn, Auguft 55 1793+ 


Storming of the Hornwork.—Confequent furrender of Valenciennes.—E fects. of 
the Bombardment.—General Movement of the allied Powers. 


ALL is hufh’d, ’tis again calm tranquillity’s reign, 

And whiftling, the peafant ftamps over the plain. 

So recently robb’d of the fruits of his toil, 

Rejoicing, turns up the light fertiliz'd foil. 

After fix weeks hard fighting, as ever was known, 
Valenciennes, dear-bought conqueft ! at length ig our. own. 
So brifkly a battery from Briquet * had play’d, 

That the Carmagnols, forely annoy'd and difmay'd, 
Could no longer to-ftand to their guns be perfuaded, 
Perceiving their ramparts were thus enfiladed. 

The fappert beyond the third parallel flole, 

And the miner advanc’d like the mifchief-fraught mole ; 


*A pantr: had been eftablithed near the Village of Briquet, by the 
advice of Major Concreve, which fo completely enfiladed the ram- 
parts of the place, that the garrifon, it was faid, loft 500 men the firft day 
it was opened; and no biibe Fez xanv could offer, would. afterwards 
induce the Republicans to ftand to thcif guns, as indeed it became cer- 
tain death for any of them to appear in that direétion. 

+ Valenciennes wis the firlt town that had for many years been regu- 


larly befieged, and every myfterious invention gleaned from the art of © 
war, was put in practice to reduce the place. Exclufive of the three for- - 


midable parallels, by which the befiegers bad fo nearly reached the creft 
of the glacis, they now advanced their works ftill further, and not ven- 
das they then were to the inceffant fire of 







turing to 

mufquetry, ‘continually upon them from the covert way, the 
mode of fap was thus a large gies, above feven fect high, 
was pufhed over the “the trenches, and the fepper advancing 


armed with an iron helmet and curiafle, aint the fire of rifle-men, rolled 


ad 
3 
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His progrefs was clofe to the’covert way pac’d, 
And the globes* of compreflion in order were plac’d, 


it on before him, as a proteétion to his perfon, while he filled, 2s exe 
peditioufly as poflible, {mailer gabions with earth, placing them clofe 
together, in. a line, formed alfo parallel to the trenches; other gabions 
were in like manner puthed forwards and arranged, till the approach 
wasfgrmed as acarto the glacis as was deemed neceflary by Freranis. 
One of the fappers at Valenciennes had been at_ the fieges of Tjmael 
and Bellegrade.. They were, he faid, paid very highly for each gabion 
that‘they filled, as, when not ‘more than fix or cight were employed, 
the fervice was fo imminently dangerous, that, they expeéted two or 
three to fall. 

*The mines beingnow « complete,and globes of compreffion plecedin them 
{fuch as were for the firft time ufed by the Avftrians at the fieges of Belle~ 
grade and Ifmae!) formed of iron, each containing s5 hundr d weight of 
gunpowder, intended to ¢lear away, by their explofion, tiny counter mines 
of the Republicans; orders were iffued to the tromps onthe 25th of Julys 
as the firft ftep neceflary to be taken, to form the covert way, and if pof- 
fible to effeé alodgment onthe horowork of the place. Thefe detache 
ments, each of goo men, were deftined for the different attacks; one to 
be madeupon the falient angle of the ravelin of the half baftion on the | 
right, aod one-on the fléche, The troops employed upon the right were 
divided into three parts, turning the fléche to the right and. left, waile 
the centre divifion reedived orders to advance: in front. _Detachments of 
the Britifh Hanoverians ‘and Hefhans formed Gen, ABER CROMBIF’s co~ 
lumny-deftined for the attack of the falient angle of the raveling 150 men, 
of the krivade of guards, compoled the van, under the command of Col. 
Leicu, of the gd regiment, commanding the battalion formed from the 
flank companies of the brigade of guards. The other columns werecom- 
poled of Auftrians, and. the whole was conduéted under the command of 
the Imperial Lieutenant General Exsacx. The different detachments 
had been previoully poft-d in their proper direétions, concealed by the 
approach formed beyond thethird parallel sy Jap, When the Jaft repore 
of the explofion of tie mincs was heard, abyut 9 o'clock ‘at night, 

) they buzaa'’d, and darted forwards with an impéetuofity which nothing 

could refit; unprepared oecaly: as the Fics ‘were, and little ex. 
ep cine prompt, avifit. ae 

The havac and Maughter that steed. Wouascaane {In an advanced and 

- Anfalated work,/an Aulitian regiment found, upon fwimming acrofs the 


Water, a large detachment, of ‘their enemies,’ immediately , without 

© diftin@ion, pur every foabthere to the fi itch of the covert 

wasouly carried juff ix timey to. prevent the French from fpringing 
ik wich ind tt bee 





i os eg of the globular balls 





( 58 3 


Thus having this firft and great obje& obtain’d, 

The horn-work was order'd by ftorm:to be gain'd. 
*The rofter to Leicu had confign’d the command, 

Who led on to glory a fpirited band. 

Till the third mine was {prung, in the trenches perdu 

They lay, and then over the parapet flew. _ 

In diforder retreating, their foes they perceiv'd, 

And purfued with an ardor, can {earce be believ’d. 

Confid’ring the point gain’d, our lofs, though not great, 

Yet To.temacue* fincerely we mourn thy hard fate. 

Tow’rds the clofe of the ev’ning, athirteen inch fhell, 

Hov’ring long o'er the parallel, burft as it fell. 


‘of compreffion. Several were difcovered /oaded, and a & was taken 
in the very aG&t of applying a lighted match to the train communicating 
with them, © The man was offered guarter, provided he would point out 
the direétion of the other fubterrancous works, and if any credit may be. 
given to feveral officers who were prefent, after having aflorded themevery 
information in his power, fome of the wretches, attached to the vidto-~ 
rious column, butchered him in cold b/ood. Englifhmen are, by nature, 
brave and generous, and will therefore find it difficult to perfuede'them- 
feives, that human nature could be, in any fbape, fo fhockingly depraved, 
had they however feen thofe favages, who always forma part of every 
German army, they would believe them capable of every atrocious and 
wanton act of cruelty. 

A fubterrancous paffage was then difcovered, leading from the covert 
way tothe hornwork, and no troops appearing to interrupt the <vorkmen, 2” 
lodgment was infiantly made; thus, before the dawn of day, the Auftri- 
ans had not only fereened themfelves from the fire of the cavalierre bat~ | 
tery, by means of gabions filled with earth (and fome of them,as was at 
the time reported, with the dead bodies of the enemy) but had alfo con- 
firuéted a redoubt for the purpofe of battering in breach the countergarde, 
a work between the hornwork and the body of the place. ; 

The Britifh had their full fhare, both in the dangers and the glory of” 
the night ; and, to rad a phrafe made ufe of jocofely by an officer, when 
departing for that duty, ip reply to a queftion from Prince Exwest, 
“ They gathered fveth upon the rank of Valenciennes.’? 

* The lofs of the allies amounted to not more that 3 50 men, in killed 
and wounded. Unfortunately, however, jEnfign Tortrmacuz,a young. , 
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Appearing to fingle him out as its prey, 
And tore him from life amidft glory away. 


officer of the guards, of very great profeffional merit, and very deferved- 
fy regretted by his brother foldiers, was killed by the explofion of a 
random bell, thrown accidentally into the third parallel, and perhaps 
thejignly fhell that fell there that night. Underftanding the German 
language, he had been left us orderly officer to the Auftrian general, fu. 
perintending the working parties in the trenches. Capt. Wakop, of the 
ift regiment of guards, and Lieut. Dewar, of the 14th regiment of the 
line, were the only Britifh officers wounded, the Jatter very feverely. He 
had accompanied the ftorming party as a volunteer, as did alfo Capt, 
Wuetuan, of the guards. The total lofs of Col. Lercn’s detachment 
amounted only to 14 qounded, including non-commiflioned officers, The 
Croats, in front of CharxFait’s camp at Mont Anzin, carried at the 
fame time feveral detached works; while the Hanoyerians ‘kept up 
the whole night an inceffant fire from the battery of briquet, advancing at 
times to the very crelt of the glacis. The hornwork having been carried 
with fuch wonderful facility, turned out to be of the mott effential con” 
fequence, as it was afterwards found to be entirely undermined ;the hopes 
of the befiegers might have beempoflibly fruftrated at the very inflant of 
apparent fuccefs, had it been taken in any way but by furprife. The 
confequences mufi have been moft dreadful, had the French miner fuc- 
ceeded when about to apply the fatal match to the train, which would 
inftantancoufly have blown the ftorming party, formed upon the excava. 
ted ground, to atoms. The gazette accounts flated, that she moi den- 
gerous, as well as the moft /aborious part of the fiege, fell upon the Impe- 
rialifts, which the fubfequent return of the number they had loft, appa- 
rently confirmed. It mufl, however, be counfidered, that the Britifh form. 
ed but a very {mall part of the befieging army, and that, their lofs of go 
men, Was proportionably as great, if we confider the difparity of their 
numbers, as that of the Auftrians computed at 1,g0¢. That no troops 
could endure more labour than the Britith, the Auftrian engineers were 
well convinced, as they invariably placed them where it was of migit con- 
fequence to form the mew approaches with difpatch; nay, fo little refpice 
was allowed, that the-very men who came off duty with the work 
ing parties inthe morning, ufually found themfelves in orders for co- 
vering parties in theeveying ; and, at the commencement of the fiege, the. 
camp has frequently been left without afoldier, except the revrand guar- 
ter guards, which were generally furnifhed by the officers’ batt-men 
and fervants. It feems fearcely neceflary t ark, that the troops on 
duty in the trenches muft have been equally expofed, when we ftate, tha; 
the Britith were at all times 2s much advanced in shoe trencbes as their 
brave allics. ' SSS SMe ik fe &. ze 
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All night our hoarfe batt’ries continued to play, 
But our fummons* was gladly receiv’d the nextday. 
FERRAND upon terms to furrendert agreed, 
If his troops into France were allow'd to proceed. 
Firft, during the war, men and officers both 
Being folemnly bound ta di/arm by an oatht. # 
The time was then fix’d for their marching away, 
And too weak is my mufe fuch a brilliant difplay 
To defcribe, orto paint, the fuperb cavalcade. 
A.better appearance fure troops never made. 
The Bohemians, and Auftrians, uncas’d, were as clean, 
And as well-looking foldiers as ever were feen. 

‘ 

* On the 26ch, his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Yorx difpatched a 
third fummons to the governor, and one to the Municipality of Valeo- 
ciennes, offering moft favourable terms; and affuring them, that unlefs 
they entered then into negociations, all future avenues of communication 
would be clofed, and the fatal form inevitably and immediately enfue. 
To this, the anfwer from the town was fuch as caufcd a fufpenfion of 
hoftilities for four and twenty hours, while terms of capitulation were 
drawn up and mutually difcuffed. They were figned on the 28th; con- 
filling of twenty-five original, and four additional articles, by which it 
‘was determined, That the garrifon fhould march out with military ho- 
nors by the gate of Cambray, ground their arms near Briquet, and leav- 
ing behind them their field pieces, as well a6 the heavy guns upon the 
ramparts, ammunition, ftores, &c, be permitted to return to the mte- 
rior, upon the officers\pafling their paroles, and the foldiers being bound, 
by oath, not to ferye againit his Imperial Majefty, or his Allies, during 
the continuance of the war. After fome littledelay, on account of the 
ufual demand of covered waggons, and the difpofal of the Commif- 
fioners Coucson and De Bris (who-were at length confidered as a part 
of the garrifon) hoftages were exchanged, and the befiegers took pof- 
feflion of the out-works, the half-moon, crown-work, and the counter« 
guard, The grenadiers of the Britifh guards, occupied as the pof of 
Honour, the works on their fide of the gate of Cambray. 

_+ Valenciennes capitulated July the s8th, 
_ } Which oath was violated, as many of them were taken prifoners the 
gth of Augutt, near Bourlon, : 
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And the Britifh Dragoons coming up from Condé, 

Encreas’d not a little the:pride of the day. 

To be fure, when the French iffued forth from the gate, 

The contraft beheld was moft ftrikingly great. 

For I think, in my life-time my eyes never yet 

Beh@ld a more filthy and beggarly fet. 

Thro’ our ranks by Famars, and tow’rds a, they 
pafs’d, 

Ev’ry one that approach’d, fomething worfe than the laft. 

In Valenciennes the objets that burft on our view, 

Deep fighs from thy bofom Aumanity drew. , 

By our firing, the houfest fo batter’d had been, 

In parts fearce one brick on another was feen; 


* The Garrifon of Valenciennes, when the Befiegers 

took up their ground, invefting the place, confifted of — 
They marched out fit for duty on the rft of sa 4,000 
Sick and wounded - _ — 2500 
And muft, therefore, have loft in killed, povadehs 

and by the fever, including a few left behind in the hof 4,560 

pitals, _- _ _ _ — 


To account for their original number — 11,000 men 


149,800 thot and thell were thrown into the town during the fiege, 
The expence of a 13 inch fhell, including powder, is about 5l.; of a 24 
pound thot, about gl, fterling, 


+ Mr. Purtte Ryan, an Englifh gentleman, long fettled inthe town, 
and who was there, with his family, the whole fix weeks of the fiege, de- 
clared, that upon an average, (anda calculation had been made,) every 
third houfe had been battered down, and that not one had efcaped from 
the effeéts of fhot or fhell, Upon the inveftiture of the place, he applied 





to the Governor for p to femove his family, fuppofing that, as 
i fhman, his pl would have Been admitied. Franann, how= 
ever, informed him, that he was wel 1¢, ifhe chofe to run the rifque 
of being fired upon, both by the befiegers, andifrom the ramparts of the 
Place, sno flag of truce Would be permitted to precede him ! 
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While bafking for air,* and to fever.a prey, 

Men, women, and children, obftruéted our way. 

And many poor wretches, who gaz’d on the light, 

For a moment breath’d free, then expir’d in our fight. 
Perceiving fuch heaps of the dying, and dead, 

The pleafure, deriv'd from our viétory, fled. * 

For thy miferies war, there, alas! is no cure, 

And foldiers fuch horrible iights muft endure. 

Yet they who efcap’d like true French, /ans /oucis, 

By the wretchednefs round them, unmov’d, full of glee, * 
With fhrugs and grimaces, would talk of a thell, 
And call a twelve pounder a mere Bagatelle. 

For Emma fome lace, as was promis’d, I bought, 
Then mufing the Camp again heavily fought. 
Rejoicing fincerely, to quit I confefs, 

For a period fuch fcenes of heart-rending diftrefs ! 


* From having been fo long, and fo clofely confined in cafemates, 
which were at Valeaciennes miferably bad, a dreadful fever raged amongit 
the inhabitants, and {wept them off by hundreds, The frefh air had 
fuch an effe& upon many of thofe fufferers, whofe exiflence had been in 
mifery prolonged till the furrender of the place, that they were feen ex- 
piting in the fireet, the moment they were expofed to it. 

Amongit the various details of miferies endured during the fiege, the 
inhabitants told of a {mall Convent, where the Nuns had taken refuge in 
one of the cellars ; a thirteen inch fhell piercing through the roof, found 
its way to the very {pot where they were affembled, and inftantancoufly 
deitroyed, or miferably mangled the whole fifterhood, tv the number 
of fifteen. 

Some Britifh Officers, pafling through the Areets immediately after the 
town had been taken poffeffion of, in the name of his Imperial Majefty, 
obferved a Bookfeller’s Shop upon the 1 Place, appearing fo neat, 
and fo little damaged, thatthcy entered it ia in the courfe of conver- 
fation, congratulated the owner upon having efcaped fo well. Alas, 
Gentlemen, replied the poor fellow, with tears rifing at the moment, 
the very firft thell thrown into the town, deprived me, in an inftant, 
of my wife and two daughters. - 
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Around buftling faces befpeak preparation, 
And a grand coup we hear is in full agitation. 
That Cxarrrait’s* choice troops, will lead prefently 
forth, 
And with fury affault all our foes in the North. 
To Soltain we muft bid an unwilling adieu, 
And give up all the excellent feeds at Eftreux. 
Fame tells, (as in fieges fo well we fucceed,) » 
We fhall after this march, againft Dunkirk proceed, 
But fure, while in force, ‘twould be more worth our 


while, 
To endeavour ai leaft, to be mafter of Lille.t 


® The Allies, inevery period of the prefent war, have, in their Councils, 
been noted for laying down moft admirable plans; but, at the fame time, 
have evinced a want of Generalfhip in carrying thofe meafures into execu- 
tion, ‘ No one inftance can, perhaps, be more forcibly adduced to prove 
the truth of this affertion, than the unaccountable manner in which theic 
attack uponthe Republican Army of the North had been procraftinated, 
till the enemy procured the moff"atcurate intelligence of the intended 
movement of their opponents. Granting it neceffary for the Befeging 
Army to have remained before Valenciennes till the towa had been eva- 
cuated, and that the advance of the Covering Army had, on that'account, . 
been unavoidably retarded ; allowing even that the pompous dilplay of 
Hungarian Grenadiers, Bohemians, aud the choiceft troops of the Im- 
perial and Britifh forces, at the gate through which Frraanp’s mifere 
able and ragged gerrifon was to pafs, could anfwer any good purpofe ; 
there furely was no reafon-for fo fine a body of men remaining in total 
idlenefs for five days, afterithat raree-fhow had been exhibited to the gap- 
ing inhabitants of the adjacent Flemifh towns. 

+ As the refult of the confultations, held amongft the Chieftains of 
the Coalefced Armies, would too frequently tranfpire, it was well known, 
that the moft experienced officers gave it as their decided opinion, im- 
mediately ypon the capitulation of Valenciennes, that the poffeflion of 
Lille was abfolutely neceffary to enfure fuccefs to every future plan of 
operations, Its farrender would, there is little doubt, have at once ter- 
minated the war on the Continent, as the inferior Barrier towns were all, 
more or lefs, dependant upon that formidable fortrefs, and muft viti- 
mately hiave fallen, one after the other, into the hands of the Coalelced 
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However, our gen’rals, wife men without doubt, 
Are at all times aware what they’re going about. 
Our Province alone is, I’m happy tofay, | 
Implicitly their dread commands to obey ; 

But the Drum Major waits, fo in hafte I muft end, 
Remaining, believe me, fincerely your Friend. 


Powers. Tuaphlg to Paris might eafily have then been pointed out, 
for Lille is»a ¢ miltrefs of the Netherlands, and, as Louis the 


X1Vth emphatically called it, the fureft key to the capital of France, diftant 
from it only fifty-two fhort leagues. Surely 200,000 men (and full as 
many could have been, at that period, brought together by Prince Co- 
BourG) clated with their recent conquefls, were fully equal to the ardu- 

_ ous undertaking; efpecially as the garrifon was known to be extremely 
weak,,apd the inhabitants had {fo much at flake, and had alfo fo vecently 
{ma under the horrots of a bombardment, that they would have 
ufed every effort in their power to forward the views of the Allies, 

The French Army of the North was alfo at that period fo diforga- 
nized, that it could not have made any impreffion upon the immenfe 
force Prince Conourc would have formed to cover the befiegers, 

The bombardment of Mayence ceafed only three days previous to that 
of Valenciennes; and on the 23d of July, the King of Prussia, in the 
name of the Germanic Empire, obtained pofleflion of that important 
fortrefs, upon terms, nearly fimilar to thofe granted by the Duke of 
York to General Ferrawo, The army of Catalonia fiill continued be- 
fore Bellegarde, and a formidable fleet had bevs-difpatched, by his 
Catholic. Majefty, to co-operate in the Mediterranean with Lord Hoop. 
Frequent and very ferious engagements had occured in the vicinity of 
Niox; but his Sardinian Majelly, by bis treaty with Great Britain, hav- 
ing obtained a fubfidy of 200,«001. fierling, was enabled to keep on 
foot an army of 50,000 men, not only covering his: owa jenn but 
eee him a formidable enemy 2 ay Convention, — 
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LETTER IX. 


Menth, Auguf 19,1793. 


Circuitous Detour of the Allies, in order to encircle the French Army of the 
North.—Feailure of the Attempt.—Unfortunate Divifion of the Britifh and 
 Imperialifts.—Affair of LINCELLES. 


SUCH deeds as I now am about to rehearfe, _ 
Deferve, you'll exclaim, a much loftier verfe; 

But ‘tis eafier by far, to compofe and invent, 

By an Englith fire-fde, than in Trorrer’s bell-tent. 

I'll therefore, without further preface, proceed, 

And, my friend, pray for once take the will for the deed, 
‘The batt-horfes, idle fo long at Soltain, i 
Were aftonith’d to feel funks and fods once again. 
And heavily trudg’d on, their hard lot bemoaning, 
Loaded up to their ears, and moft piteoufly groaning. 
St. Aubert* then we reach’d by a little detour, 
Proceeding, without lofs of time, to Creveceeur. 


* On the fixth of Auguft, the grand fcheme which had been fo long 
in agitation took place. The brigade of heavy cavalry, then brought up 
to join the Duke’s army, confifted of the royal regiment of horfe guardss 
or blues; gd dragoon guards ; royals ; Inifkillings; and Scotch greys; the 
king’s dragoon guards having been left behind togarrifon Oftend. 

Crainrarradvanced with three very ftrong columns upon the entrench- 
ments iff front of Gambray, at the camp de Cafar, while a detachment of 
Auftrians, with the Britith, Heffians, and Hanoverians, under his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Yorx, filed round, by forced marches, with a view 
of pafling the Scheldt, and of taking ap a pofition to cut off the retreat of 
the divifion of thenorthern army, occupying the heights of Bourlon, upon 
which the troops affanlted in the comp de Cxfar by Crainsart would 
naturally have fallen back, and would, in that cafe, have found there a 
{uperior force, formed in readinefs to réceive them; thus placed between 
two fires, they moft have grounded their arms, or have been cut 
to pieces. , mt oy m * 

The corps formed under his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Yorn, when 
encamped near the village of St, Aubert, confifled, exclufive of the Bri- 

vol. L aah : 


{ 66 ) 
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After crolay the bone of contention, pufh’d on, 
A pofition to gain, near the Bois:de Bourlon*. 


a 


tith, of 7 battalions of Hanoverian infantry, and fix fquadrons of caval 
ry, 2 battalions, and 5 fquadrons of Heffians, and 4 battalions and fo 
{quadrons of Auftrians, _ They crofled the Scheldt onthe 8that Manieres 
and Creveceeur. During their march, they difcovered a body of the ene~ 
my’s cavalry, threatening their right flank, which was, however, driven 
back by a few thots from the Auftrian light artillery. A {quadion of 
the 1gthlight dragoons under Col. Cuuxc u111, receiving ‘intelligence of 
fome French huffars being in a neighbouring village, rode on, and took 
them by furprife, making, after a rapid charge, in which feveral of the 
Republi¢ans were killed, 2 ‘officers, and 44 privates prifoners.. 

* At day-break on the 8th, the Duke’s army advanced in three co- 
lumns againft the French, fuppo!ed to have been encamped upon the 
heights of Bourlon, They had, however, it was found, retreated, and, 
as it was in vain for the infantry to attempt to overtake them, the cavalry 
were called for, and the Britith beavy brigade pufhed on, in hopes of un- 
fhgathing, for the fir time, their broad fwords, againft the enemies of 
their country. In addition tothe weighteach heawy troop borfe carries ona 
march (computed at the leaft at : 20 flone -) they were then loaded with pic 
quet pofts, long feytbesto cut down forage, and various otherincumbraces; yet, 
thus equipped, were ordered to purfue, and charge the troops who were at 
that time advanced fo much before them, that to difcover even the du? oc 
cafionedby their line of march, required the aid of glafés;they however gal- 
lopped off full {peed, every man dropping alternately thofe extra appoint- 
ments found at the time fo cumberfome, and their route might have been 
eafily traced by the {catered implements thusleft behind them. The horfes 
in a fhort time were completely blown, and returned, evincing by their 
fhort drawn breath, and ftretched cut necks, the folly of employing 
troopsto fkirmith.as buxmars, intended evidently for far different purpo- 
fes.. The 11th, 15th, and 16th Britith /ight dragoons, with the Auftrian 
huzzars of Barcocame up however, with the rear guard of the enemy's 
line, at the village of Murcuoins but finding them retreating in a very 
foldicr-like manner, having their baggage in the frout, their infantry fol. 
lowing, and their cavalry in the rear, the whole proteéted by their park 
of artillery, our troops were inftantly obliged to fheer off, as from fome 
field pieces, the Republicans com ur fire, by which a few of 
the dragoons were killed and wounded, In the village were found 2 
fmallypieces of artillery, which were carried off. Crairratr perceived, 
npon crofling the Scheldt, at day-break, thatthe camp de Czxfar had alfo 
been onepicere inthe — $ Te ith inftead of gaining any fignai ad- 

vehtuly : 
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But the French (and 1, grieve fuch fad truth muft be 
penn’d, ' ' 

Ever know toa tittle whate’er we intend) 

From the Camp de Cefar, for Arras had retreated, 

And thus were friend HoHENLOHE’s fchemes all defeated. 

To encrgafe that fine farcical fhew and.parade, 

At Valenciennes, eight days all the troops were delay’d; 

Had we puth’d on at once tho’, I’m greatly miftaken, 

If thefe nimble-heel’d heroes had thus fav’d their bacon. 

Here the armies were parted*, hard fate had decreed, 

That ours fhould direétly to Dunkirk proceed. 

From Cosourct, his quota of men we receiv'd; 

And to leave him, believe me, we're heartily griev’d. 


vantage by this irrmption into the enemy's country, it only tended to de. 
lay the future operations of the allies; and the army, which had been fuf- 
fered to efcape, when, in fome meafure in his power, became afterwards 
fufficiently formidable to bid defiance to Prince Cobourg, to fnatch the 
blooming laurels from his brows, and ultimately to nip his hopes of con- 
queft in the bud. : ‘ 

* If ever any meafure-adopted in the prefent war was dictated by fol+ 
ly, and by an unaccountable and defperate infanity, it was furely that by 
which the irrefiftible force, which had been fo happily confolidated, was 
checked abruptly in its glorious career, and frittered down to nothing, 
at the very moment when pufhing forwards, and elated with viftory, it 
might perbaps have terminated, glorioufly, a conteft, which has fince that 
period produced only f{cenes of ‘mortification and of difappointment. 
Every man with forrow learnt the wnfortunate refult of that fatal confultas 
tion, by which the Britith army, and its fubfidized auxiliaries, were 
withdrawn from the imperialifts, under whofe banners they had teaped 
fo much well-earned applaufe. " : 

+ Whatever fapient reafons might have induced hisMajefty’s advifers, (if 
withthem the plan originated) to undertakevhe fiege of Dunkirk, Prince Co- 
bOURG was openly avd decidedly againk it} nay, it was at the time moft 
confidently afferted, that he left the council chamber, left he might afterwards 
be prbscteeiths stm ns proceedings by his approbation. When the 
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When united, all matters went fmoothly of courfe, 
And our faces grew long on dividing our force. 
A country more beautiful never was feen, 
Than Cambrai’s fertile province, thro’ which we have 

been. 
As far as eye reach’d, the full ripe waving grain 
Was courting the fickle, and gladden‘d the plain t 
Had our orders been fach, we had forely annoy’d 
Our foes, and great part of the harveft deftroy’d ; 
But leaving it ftanding, our march to purfue, 
We proceeded, and took upour ground near Baiffieu. 
Thy affiftance, great God of the lyre, 1 invoke; 
Oh, fpare me a Mufe (if there’s one unbefpoke.) 
My defcription to heighten, difpatch to my aid 
Some friendly, good-humoured, and kind-hearted maid ; 
She’s here, and fhe begs I’! proceed with my flory, 
Nor attempt with bombaftical nonfenfe to bore ye, 
Oh Nymph moft celeftial ! thy will I obey, 
And grant me with eafe fill to “ carol my lay.” 
At Menin, the eighteenth ¢, were we told very much 
Of the valour and firmnefs evinc’d by the Dutch, 
matter was determined, the imperial field marthal furnifhed his Royal 
Highnefs wich a. quota of 19,000 Anftrians, under the command of Gex. 
Dalton, Prince Conowrna, after having ineffeétually fummoued Cam- 
bray to furrender, filed off towards Le Quefnci, a place, which from its 
‘fituation on the frontiers, being nearly ina tine with Valenciennes and 
Condé, was of infinitely more confequence to facilitate his future opera- 
tions. The Duke’s army approached the fatal place of its deftination ; 
palling through Fechin, Marchennes, and Roubaix, and keeping the for~ 
trefles of Lilleand Douay on their left, they arrived at Turéoin on thé 
16th of Auguit. Ss 
. p The Britith foldiers had jul pitched their tents near Menix, and 
placed the crackling wood under their Camp kettles, to prepare fome 
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That it might not by any who heard it be doubted, 
They themfelves rav’d with voices fentorial about it. 
Told of many a Battery, {trong Poft, and Redoubt, 
They'd valiantly florm’d, and-the French put to rout. 
In the evening, however, as pallid as death, 

An Aid de Camp gallopp’d in, panting for breath, 
Reporting detachments no force could repel, 

Which advancing from Lille feem’d to menace Lincelles. 
And; /emper paratus, our little brigade 

With alacrity, cheerfully march’d to their aid. 

When arriv’d near the village,* we hunted around, 

But in vain, not a Dutchman was there to be found. 


acceflary refrefhment, after a Jong and tirefome march, when orders 
were conveyed tothe three battalions of guards, who were ulually, in 
179g, a8 General Laxe jocofely flyled them, the fir/?-turn Boys, to puth 
on inftantly towards the polt of Lincelles, to co-operate with the Dutch 
troops, then in garrifon at Menin, who had been all that morning en- 
gaged at their out-pofts, and found themfelves hard preffed by the Re- 
publicans. Regardlefs of their former fatigues, the brigade advanced 
fo rapidly, that in little more than ene hour from the.time they had re- 
ccived their orders, they were at their place of defination, diftant nearly 
fx woiles from their encampment, 

* The ‘brigade inftantly moved forwards toa large dcan field in the 
rear of the village, in which the crop had grown up fo high, that it pre- 
vented the troops at fir perceiving in what direction to proceed. They 
were, however, very foon relieved from their uncertainty, and faluted 
by a brilk difcharge ofgrape-fhot from fome batteries in their front, which, 
as well as the village, was underftood to have been in poffeffion of the 
Dutch, General Laxz having in vain looked round for bis Allies, was 
then convinced that they muft all have precipitately abandoned the pofi- 
tion, and retreated by fome other rout. There was no time for delibe- 
ration, the men were formed in line, as regularly as circumftances and 
the nature of the ground would permit, and unappalled by the incef- 
fant thowers of grape-fhot, which defcended amongft them, thinning 

» their ranks at every freth difcharge, they rufhed on, cheering each other 
with repeated Ioud hazza’s, and leaping the ditches in front of the very 
embralleurs from whence the pieces of artillery were vomiting forth the 


; 


( 70) 


Their late boafted courage had melted to air ; 

Such cowardice, Mars fay, What deeds can repair? 
The fame page that brands with difhonour their.name, 
The Britifh records in the annals of fame 

With Lake at their head; who, belov’d and rever’d, 
Not lefs by his condu& than valour’s endear’d 

Tous all. That he headed the Guards at Lincelles, 
The annals of war to his credit thall tell. 

He rode down the line, and encourag’d his men, 

To charge and retake the redoubts once again. 

This wifh was no fooner exprefs'd than perform’d, 
And the works with the bay’net were rapidly ftorm’d, 


dreadful harbingers of death, inftantancoufly ‘entered the different bat- 
teries ere their enemies were able to efcape. 

At the point of the bayonet they drove them through the village; 
and thus, in lefs than half an hour, were in poffeffion of tneir guns, and 
recovered the different pofts which by the Dutch had been fo fhamefully 
abandoned. General Laxr, convinced of the perilous fituation of his 
troops, was extremely apprehenfive, that their national {pirit would urge 
them on in the purfuit, further than was prudent; and, aware that. the 
Republicans might ra//y, and perceive before what an inferior force they 
were by flight efcaping, endeavoured to recall them, and at length fucceeded, 
affitted by the commanding officers of the feparate battalions, Colonels 
Grinriexrp, Huxse, and Pennincton, who feyerally obtained great 
credit for their condné, The brigade, then forming in a feady line, 
‘with its centre in an orchard, and its flanks in the front of the village and 
redoubts, in which the Britifh artillery-men were pofted, fuftained for 
fome time a heavy cannonade, and were annoyed by a difcharge of grape 
and round fhot, putting them ina fituation at.a!l times irkfome to. the 
Britith, who cannot bear to ftand,in one {pot to be pelted, as. they 
term it, without a chance of returning their enemics the blows they deal 


The French were then, however, on full march.to Lille; and their 
field pieces were drawn up merely to cover their retreat,, At one period 

. their officers certainly intended to lead them back to the attack, \as they 
had faced them round, and their orders iffued to.march.on (* marchez 
en avant'’) could diftin@ly and repeatedly be heard... A party actually 
approached a pofition where a fix-pounder had been fortunately planted, 
covered by a detachment of the guards under Colonel Warson, of the 
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By our hundreds, their thoufands, like chaff by the wind, 
Were difpers’d, and great numbers of flain left behind. 
The bufinefs completely and quickly was done, 

Twelve pieces of cannon * were gallantly won. 

Here Evans wast mortally wounded, and here 

A ball put a period to BosviLz’s career ; 


gd regiment, which gun, by opening upon them with-grape fhot, and 
when, (as for a moment was the cafe) its ammunition was expended, 
the party, by keeping up an inceflant /freet fire, obliged them to fheer off, 
and join their panic-ftruck companions, Had a {mall number of ca- 
valry been at that moment advanced, the glory of the day muit have 
been beyond meafure complete 3. yet the ground was fo interfeéted with 
wide ditches, that they might perhaps haye found it difficult to ad; 
but to Britith Light Dragoons in purfuit of any enemy, every obftacle ap- 
pears trivial, and mioft eafily farmounted. As it was, no previous or 
fubfequent engagement, during the prefent war, upon however grand a 
Seale, could be more brilliant; nor has any one been fo defervediy extolled 
as the affair of Lincelles, where 1,100 men drove back, in fo fpirited a 
manner, 5,000 of their enemies from formidable batteries, defended by 
large pieces of artiliery. 

* A ferjeant of the ft regiment of guards, upon entering one of the 
redoubts, found planted there, a tricolqured Republican banner; anda 
French officer, who was endeavouring to remove it, inftantly delivered 
up his fword, demanding quarter. The ferjeant returned it, attentive 
only to the colours, which, when he was preparing to fecure, the French~ 
man aiming a blow at his hand, flruck off two fingers, and attempted 
to efcape ; his flight was arrefted, and he was punifhed by the bayonet 
of a Britith foldier, who had witnefled the tranfaétion. Such inflances 
of a total want of every gencrous fentiment were at that period remark- 
ably confpicuous amongft even the Gallic officers, who are not, as before 
the Revolution, famed for courage and humanity, but with very few 
exceptions treacherous and fanguinary in the extreme; being, for the molt 
part, at once pufhed on to tread the rugged path of war, wi deriv- 
ing thofe advantages from education, which would teach them, that the 
fir duty of men, entrufted with command, is to alleviate, rather than 
to add to allits horrors, a5 

+ When the Guards were forming in the Bean Field under a tremen- 
dous fire of grape-fhot, the French had fortunately elevated their Guns, 
and they confequently did lefs execution than might naturally have been 
apprehended, In shar Field, towever, moft of the men who fell, recei~ 
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Sad tidings are thefe, for his newly made bride : 
Scarce married when hurried away from her fide, 
At Honor’s fern mandate he left her forlorn, 
Little dreaming, alas! he muft never return. 

*T was here too Depirsrer’s unfortunate lot, 
When ferving his guns, thro’ the heart to be fhot. 
The fecond Brigade* to relieve us was fent, 

And to camp were our fteps again joyfully bent. 


ved their wounds; Lieut. Col, Bofville, whofe Company fuffered fo fevere- 
ly, being the right of the Coldfiream, in the Wood of St. Amand, was 
there fated to meet that death he had before fo narrowly efeaped. When 
forming his men in line, he was killed by a Grape-fhot which ftruck him 
in the head, Col. Evans, of the 1ft, Regiment,there alfo had his thigh 
bone fra@tured, which inabout fix weeks deprived him of exiftence. At the 

‘ fame moment nearly, Capt. CunynGuame, of the third, met with a very 
painful, tho’ not as it has turned out, a dangerous wound. Capt. Waz- 
rHam, of thefirtt Regiment, an officer who had repeatedly diftinguifhed 
himfelf during the memorable fiege of Gibraltar, was fhot in ‘the ancle, 
which wound has fince proved more ferious that was at the time appre~ 
hended. The other officers were flightly wounded, viz. Col. Doyley, Capts. 
Archer and Briflow of the firk Reg. Liewt. Col. Gafcoine, and Enfign Bay- 
ley, of the Coldftream ; Lieut. De Pieffer, of the artillery, whofe guns were 
attached to the 3d Regiment, was advanced to draw the attention of the 
French by his firing, while the works were ftormed, and met his death from 
@ cannonball, in the execution of his duty. He had feen much ative 
fervice in America, was an officer of great profeffional merit, and fell 
defervedly regretted. The total lofs of the Britith amounted to g officers, 
2 fergeants, y drum major, and 35 rank and file, in killed ; 8 officers, 6 
fergeants, and 131 rank and file, in wounded. That of the Republicans 
could not poflibly be afcertained, but was inconfiderable, as they retrsat- 
ed precipitately upon the firh appearance of the guards, without attempt 
ing to raw their gans, or to make the leaft refiftance, furthcr than 
was neceflary to cover their retreat. Sir James Muaray’s difpatches 
fate it, at between and 300 men. 

* Gen. Laxe had difpatched an aid-de-camp to the head quarters 
of his royal highnefs the commander in chief at Menin, informing him 
of the flight of the Dutch, and of the perilous fituatiun of the guards ; the 
fecond brigade, as wellas fome battalions of Heffians, were confequent- 
ly ordered to fupport them, but could not poflibly arrive till the affair 
was terminated, The Dutch troops having been alfo ordered to re-oce 
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But the works, which with fomany lives had been gain’d, 
Were prudently only till day-light maintain’d. . 
This honor, my friend, as in general is thought, 

Can never by /oldiers too dearly be bought; 

That’s our Creed, or Lincelles would induce me to fay, 
*Twas a pity brave men fhould be lavith’d away, 


cupy theie former pofition, the guards were permitted to march back to 
their camp; and the redoubts having been levelled with the ground, the 
pott was eatly the next morning abandoned as untenable, being diftant 
only two leagues and a half (about 7 miles anda half) from Lincs. 
The Dutch were fo thoroughly afhamed of their behaviour, and fo creft- 
fallen, that they flunk about,avoiding as much as poflible the Britith fol. 
dicrs ; and the prince of Waldech, who commanded the garrifon of Menin, 
in a very noble manner, caught the firft officer of the guards he met with 
the next day, by the hand, and after extolling the gallantry of the Britith 
foldiers (when furrounded by his own officers) exclaimed, “ Your glory is 
our foame.”” 

According to every appearance the Dutch troops muft have determin- 
ed upon retreating, at the very moment they fent requelting reinforce. 
meats from the duke of Yor. A war of Poffs fhould as much as pofli- 
ble at all times be avoided, as tending only to the effufion of human blood, 
without being of the leaft advantage to the general caufe, Our enemies 
have in that inflance offered us an excellent example, making it their 
conftant rule never to facrifice a fingle man by defending pofitions, which 
they at the fame time all ow to be untenable ; and furely, for the lofs of 
185 Britith foldiers at Lincelles, we were but little compenfated, by 
the artillery, ammunition, horfes, and other articles, gained from the 
Republicans, 

This attack might certainly have anfwered one good purpofe, fer the 
French were naturally induced to imagine that it was made preparatory 
tothe inveftiture of Lille. Having on the rgth, paid the laft fad tribute 
of refpe&to the memory of Col. Bosvitte, Lieut, Ds Piesger,and the 
artillery men who had fallen belonging to his guns; for with a pious 
€are too noble and praife worthy to pafs from memory like to the light 
tranfaétions of the-trivial day, their. compades’ brought them from the field 
of battle, and prepared their graves clofe to the brave De Pixster's, 
fo that they fhared with him the funereal rites. Thetrgops were once 
again in motion on the acth, and paffing through the town of Ypres, halt 
‘ed at Boefyngbe, " 

The Auttrians, under prince Cosoure, had, on the 17th of Auguft, 
fuceceded in their attacks upon the Beis de Mormal, and gaining poffeflion 
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-I've only juft time left to feribble adieit, 
As the puné&ual Drum Major’s already in view. 


of the pofts on the left banks of the Sambre, viz. Folimetz, Loguinal, 
Hecq, and the other villages fkirting the wood, conftruéted a moft formid- 
able Abbatis, and a long chain of batteries to proteét them on the fide 
of Landrecies, while they proceeded with the fiege of Le Quefnoi; they 
carried their point with a very trifling lofs, not exceeding 60 men, while 
the Republicans loft 500 at the leaft in killed and wounded ; feveral of 
their officers:of rank, and 200 of their men, were alfo taken prifoners. - 

Every thing remained quiet on the banks of the Rhine after the fus- 
render of Mayence, the Republicans having then fallen back behind the 
lines of Weifienbourg. 


e THE END OF PART I. 
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SERIES OF LETTERS, 
FROM ONE OF 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF'S 
AID-DE-CAMPS, 
TO 
MISS LUCY LOVEGROVE, 


IN 
ENGLAND. 


DEDICATED TO THE OFFICERS 
COMPOSING HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS’S FAMILY UPON THE CONTINENTs 


—_—_—_—oO 
“ Arma virumque cano.”’ 
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DEDICATION. 





GENTLEMEN, 


UPON the appearance of the fir 
edition of the Campaign of 1793, the fecond part of 
which contained Letters from Head Quarters, I can 
call to mind your aftonifhment; nor was my own fur- 
prize inferior: to fee the very name of the lady to 
whom in confidence I had written, and alfo, in fome de- 
gree, the very lines I had compofed, roufed in my mind 
fufpicions, for which, my deareft Lucy, I here publickly 
requeft your pardon. With infinite pains and affiduity, I 
however foon difcovered, that the only friend to whom I 
had read thofe letters, had a memory fufficiently retentive 
to write them down in his own tent, nearly verbatim:— 
What could then be done—they had appeared in an im- 
perfeé ftate, and fome of the beft ideas were, I found, 
omitted; in fhort, upon difcovering that my friend in- 
tended to publifh a narrative of the proceedings on the 
continent, ] at length agreed to furnifh him with 
the original letters, convinced, that in my remarks, I 
had followed’ the advice of our immortal bard, when 
he bids us 


s¢ ———— Nothing exteauate, 
Nor fet down auglit in malice.”’ 


( 7 }| 
~ew'Foryous' Grn TLEMEN, “I therefore dedicate my pors 
tion of the work, as no men, fave your noble felves, can 
judge whether Ihave defcribed the pleafyres of our at 
tion with a faithful pen, or not. 


Take them, therefore, under your proteétion, and 
be affured, that you will not find a line, a word, the off- 
fpring. of ill- nature. 


Tue fprightly Mufe may fometimes have induced 
* her votary to relate the modes adopted to amufe our lei- 
fure hours; but fhe has not furnifhed him a fingle thought, 
he proudly boatts, hi @ can réfle&t upon the foundnefs of 
his heart. 
Believe me, GENTLEMEN, 


With relpebty ‘regard, and every friendly fentiment, 


1s Your faithful, and obedient ite 
s 


geen ¥ BROTHER ON THE STAFF. 


A 
“SKETCH 


or THE 


CAMPAIGN OF 1793: 


LETTER I. 


Heap-quarters, Furnes, Avguf 21, 1799+ 





One of the Aid-de-Camps to bis Royal Highne/s—Sooths the mind of bis favorite 
Fair, and with astimid pencil sraces the comforts of bis fituation. * 


WHAT honour, your hero! your Champion ! er 
gain, 
Sweeteft girl ! at the clofe of this brilliant campaign. 
And be womanith fears to your bofoma ftranger ; 
Our laurels are gather’d without any danger. 
¥ e here at Head Quarters, as fafe and as {nug, 
ce an old phrafe, as a bug.in a rug: 
“We breakfatt, ride out, we return home to dine, 
And drown all our forrows in bumpers of wine. 
When marching “f courfe the beft quarters we claim, 
And our out-rider Sr 3 * chalks up with each name 


“s This genileman, ia ‘variouscapacities, exerted himfelf with the 
moft perfevering activity. in the fervice of his royal highnefs's family, 
{which term, m, i thoatd: be underftood, comprifes the aff and other 
officers, attached by good appointments to head quarters). He was, at 
the time thefe letters were firft written, in the Quarter Majter General's 
departmenty:and his method of chalking up on the doors, the names of 
thofe eran to take poileffion of the beft houfes in the vil- 
lages, through which ae deferyes to bé recorded... The, 


; : 
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S$. A. R. which we know ev’ry comfort fecures, 

And hardfhips an Aid de Camp never endures. 

Permit not your delicate {pirits to droop, 

Nor fancy we’re ftarving on bouillie and foup ;* 

For the mulest are fo loaded with vi€tuals and drink, 
That under their burdens thy’re ready to fink : 

While the fags fearce a morfel of bread can command, 
We live at our eafe on the fat of the land. 

Each day like the former, fleets pleafantly by, 

Each night at our eafe in good houfes we lie , 

Tents are voted no thelter to yield from the damp, 

And a village is better by far than a camp. 

The Cherub, whofe pinions around me are fpread, 
Will guard from all harm, ev’ry hair of my head, 

And to ftifle your cares with a word, I’ll be hold, 

To weather it thus without fever or cold. 

When the guards made that gallant attack on Lincelles, 
With fury on beef and plumb pudding we fell, 


particular flourifh too with which he formed the talifmatic 8 AR 
alteffe royale) was frequently admired. He was afterwards captain 
guides, then of the waggoners ; in fhort, it would have been impoflible 
to have carried on the war without his friendly aid. 

* Soup and douillie was the ufual diet of the troops while under canvals, 
that is, when fufficiently fettled to have time to cook it. The camp hettle 
‘was generally open to receive whatever chancehrew, in the foldiers way, 
and frequently, in quiet times; as for exampleg at Soltwin, where the tent 
pins were for fix weeks unmolefted, beef, mutton, vegetables, game, and 
poultry, were jumbled there promifcuoufly together. 

Hodge podge I’ve joy'd with pewter fpoon to'carve, 
And thank’d my ftars when fuffer’d fo so farve. 

+ A fet of Hanoverian fumpter mules, employed to carry, on a march, 
cold meats, the fervice of plate, rich wines, and other neceffary articles 
of refrefhment for the family. The cooks, and fervants (furnifhed alfo 
by Hanover) with the more cumbrous kitchen utenfils, preceded thefe 
mof ufeful animals, in /arge covered is ‘00 ; 


‘* 
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‘And bumpers of burgundy jovially quaff'd, 
While the joke was giv’n out, and the fami/y laugh'd. 
Undifturb’d by the cannons, which plough’d up the 
ground, 
Their roaring by ours, moft completely was drown'd. 
When our wine became hot, we rode up to claim fhare 
In the'glory, and prove that we a// had been there. 
Remember, my charmer! I charge you once more,, 
Look well to thefe letters, keep lock’d your ferutore, 
Nor read them aloud, left fome eve-dropper hears, 
But bear in your mind ever, “| Wadls have had ears,” 
In fhort, for the fake of your time-ferving bard, 
Adopt as your motto, the words prenez garde. 
For to you, tho’ thus frank, to the world we muft brag, 
So Lucy don’t let ‘* the cat out of the bag.” 
Were you here, deareft lafs! all thefe comforts to fhare, 
My raptures would pafs what a mortal could bear, 
Exceed e’en, the fabled enjoyments of Jove ! 
But whither would fancy delufively rove ? 
Sh 'd lead me at once upon earth to a Heav’n, 
Tho’ here, for wife ends, perfeét blifs can’t be giv’n. 
The mind is fo form’d that we ever befeech 
‘The Gods to grant bleffings plac’d far from our reach, 
Yet I fwear, as Vhate all thy tribe, O Tenpuct, 
I nothing could with for, if blefs’d with my Lucy. 
Hark! I’m call’d fer—adieu, for a_/a/on, adieu, © 
To your foldier prove ever love, conftant and true. 
FM 
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; LETTER I. 


Hrap Quarters, LetreRINCKHOUCKE, 
wear Dunkirk, Aug, 29, 1793. 


Plans for reducing Dunkirk. —Suecefiful Attack upon the French Outpofs,—Un 
comfortable Situation of the Family, and of the befieging Army. 


AGAIN fhall we live, deareft Lucy, in clover, 
For now the fatigue of long marching is over ; 
And lucky itis, for their backs are fo fore, 
The mules would have dropp’d ina day or two more. 
Warriors ftand at all hours of refrefhment in need, 
And without them we plainly could never proceed. 
For Britons refembling the Lion and Bull, 
Wreltle beft, you'll allow, when the ftomach is full. 
Our quarters are worfe than they were at Eftreux, 
But our ftay well be fhort, fo we'll e’en make them do. 
For our bus’nefs we mean to difpatch in a trite, 
And of Dunkirk’s furrender you'll foon have advice. 
’Twill be difficult ad? in good humour to keep, 
For alas! ad/are forc’d under canvafs to creep. 
Our chieftain’s own tent’s pitch’d, and {carcely a nook, 
Can the Aidide Camps meet with in Lefferinckhoucke, 
We've conftruéted a camp in the fields round the farm, 
And callicoe fheets keep us decently warin. 
But a truce to digreffions, my flory again | 
I refume, and all plans for the fiege will explain*. 


* The allied forces under his Royal Highnefs the Britith commander 
in chief, were in motion on the 22d in the evening, and advancing in 
three columns, approached the French camp near Gyvelde. The Auftrian 
Tegiment of Starhée, and O Don wex's fri corps, forming the avant garde, 
met with confiderable oppofition, and loft, according to the Gazette re- 
turns, 50 men in killed and wounded. The Republicans were in the 
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For what's paft, pray examine Sir J-m-res laft letter, 
Nought on earth can be clearer, or underftood better. 
The army is fix’d where it’s meant to remain, 

Till Dunkirk is ours, that, he proves is quite plain. 
And we mean to prefent this fame town* to John Bull, 
Ere the horns of this moon fhall completely be full. 


end repu!fed, and abandoned in the night, theircamp; falling back upon 
their entrenchments (fome orchards and gardens, where the fruit trees 
were fo thickly planted, that the pofition has been called a wood) before 
the walls of Dunkirk. The Britifh column, when proceeding flowly along 
the banks of the canal, were denighted, and forced to reft upon their arms 
near Gyvelde. It was not known by Gen. Laxe that they were intended 
‘to halt in that pofition, and the infantry expeéting every moment to prom 
ceed, dark as it wat, remained ina ftate of uncertainty, till the bart borfes 
lay down with their fords upon their backs, and the men dropped many 
of them faftafleep. The next morning the troops reached Tetegbem, and 
upon being informed by the peafants, that, molt probably, the governor 
of Dunkirk would inundate the village, they fell behind it, encamping in 
the adjacent fields. 

The behaviour of the Heffians was, upon this march, fcandalous, and, 
in the extreme, difgraceful; not content with pillaging the cottages they 
pafled, they fallied forth upon the cattle in the fields, and, with fixed 
bayonets, charging and deftroying them, cach fevered off his favourit® 
flice, and bore it away in triumph, with the blood running down hi® 
fides inftreams, as it trickled through the camva/s haverfack. Many of them 
attempted to pafs the Britith line of march, driving /arge pigs before them; 
but though their own officers encouraged them in this, from ours they met 
with blows and treatment fuch as’ their condu@ well deferved. Theit 
‘women entered every hamlet on the road, and after loadigge themfelves till 
they could {carcely move along, would wantonly th butter, cheefes 
and bread into the ditches, and after tapping all the barrels that they 
found, would let the beer and wine run out, and overflow the cel~ 
lars, Can we wonder then that upon ‘be retreat, the peafants role upott 
the army? . , 

That their officers conceived all this was right and ygfifiable, wis evia 
dent, for at Teteghem, a fubaltern was; on the 22d of deteéted by 
bis Royal Highneft the Duke of York, in a houfe which he had entered and 
pillaged, at the head of a party of his men. 

* On the aad, every thing was quiet, but on the 4th, an attack wae 
made by the enemy upon the outpofts on the downs, between the canal, 
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Suclt machines we expeét, as furpafs all bélief, 
Inverited and prov’d once before by M F. 
Huge frames made of wood, but as light as a feather, 
That take all to pieces, and ther put together. 

To be Anock'd up in England and fent to us here, 

For difpatch is the foul of our chief engineer. 

When arriv’d, to ereét them, one‘night will fuffice, 
‘The @ght will the foe both annoy and furprife. 

It only remains then to fill them with fand, 

To mount our large guns, and the ramparts command. 





leading from Furnes, and the fea, when the allies, forming the Duke’s ar- 
amy, were under arms; and a corps of Auffrians, the flank bettalions of the » 
Britith guards and /ine s with the Hefian grenadiers, forming che referve un~ 
der Licut. Gen, Darron, were ordered to advance, and drive them from 
theirpolts before the town, The event was brilliant and fucce!sful, as the 
French were driven from their batteries and entrenchments, under the 
very walls of Dunkirk, through a country, with which the troops en- 
gaged, were entirely unacquainted, interfeéted with wide ditches, and 
impenetrable hedge rows, compofed of fturdy pollards. Gen. Dacron 
was unfortunately thot towards the clofe of the day, He was of an Irifh 
family, but had long been in the fervice of the emperor, and braved, un- 
der the imperial banners, the dangers of many a fiege, and many a long 
campaign. As he fell, co-operating with our forces, the Duke of Yorx 
obtained for his widow a confiderable penfion from the Britifh govern 
ment. The command devolved upon his death to Gen. ABercromBiry 
and expofed to a very heavy fire from the ramparts of the place, the 
troops fufferedgnoft feverely; Lieut. Col, Expy, commanding the light 
company of regiment of guards, was the only Britith cfficer killed + 
truck in the breaft by a cannon ball, he inftantly expired. He conftantly 
wore the portrait of a lady in miviature, and it hes been noticed, as a 
very extraordinary circumftance, that, though it was driven into the 
wound, upon being extricated by a furgeon, the portrait itfelf remained 
uninjured, whi glafs and fetting were demolithed. Capt, Wittr- 
ams of the giment, and Lieut, Wrtson of the artillery, were 
lightly wo! + Phe Auftrians loft 170 men in killed and wounded ; 
the Britith 74. The Heffians had 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 1g rank 
and file killed ; 1 licutenant colonel, 2 lieutenants, and 36 men wounded. 
sg pofts were then pufhed on to within a fhort diftance of the 
and batteries were conftrugted on each fide of the canal. 
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Nay the mufquetry, often M. ¥’s been heard {wear; 
He'll bringon their works in a few days to bear. 

We mean on all fieges in this to refine, 

No lab’ring at trenches, no fapping, no mine. 

And we'll carry our point, for the knowing ones fay, 
Ev'ry plan muft fucceed, being guite dU’ Anglois! 

No Ferraris can now to our projeéts objeét, 

But each brilliant thought will be crown’d with effeG; 
And tho’ there are fools*, who our councils moleft, 


Declaris the placewe fhould clofely inveft; 





* 


“ It had been gesierally fuppofed by the ohtsiat et the Duke’s army, 
that the troops would have remained near Furnes, till the heavy guns ar? 
rived from England, and till the flect under Admiral MAcaripe in. 
tended to co-operate with the befiegers, hove in fight. The encmy 
would then have been left ina flate of uncertainty as to all future operati+ 
ons; but when they perceived, that after barely allowing them time to re* 
pole, the tents were ordered to be Itrack, aad they were at once to ad, 
vance upon the town, information was fuppofed to have arrived of fuch 
a nature, as would permit no waffle of time; and that the governor had 
cither agreed to throw open the yates, or that the garrifon was in fuch a 
weak and defencelefs late, as to render.a coup, de main.not only prattica- 
ble, but advifable. In both thefe fuppofitions, they'too foon found they 
were deceived ; for without any of the preparations in England being even 
in a degree of forwardnels, without a fingle gun heavier than a ficld piece, 
they had rufhed on, under the very walls of Dunkirk, and then halting, gave 
the troops in garrifon four and twenty hours to confider, whether they 
would furrender up the place or not, The little army thus, advanced, 
generally computed at about 10,0 0 effective men, not being fufficiently 
frong for the inveftiture of the fortrefs, the governor made the beft ufe of 

the time thus granted to him. The garrifon was augmented, heavy guns 
were mounted on. the ramparts, and fupplies of every kind thrown in, 
Of what avail was thea the bravery of.the troops ? and what was theip 
&ituation the fhort, ime. they remaioed before the place? The inunda- 
tions. increafing daily, rendered the ground, on which the Britith were 
encamped, a perfc& fwamp,; ivelh water became (carce, ‘and fo bad, that 
it» was hardly drinkabie.. The only method to procure the moft trilitog 
fupply, was by digging very. deep for it, and then, after hours of hard la; 
buur, it became, in @ fow moments, brackifh, and impregnated with alt 
water, which flowed in with every tide, and was prevented from returns 
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Nor leave it thus open to Lille and Caffel; — ~ 

’Tis nonfenfe, believe me, all things muft go well. 

For Freytac*, choice troops has forth carefully drawn, 

The pride of his nation, not Hanover’s fpawn: 

And thofe reptiles, fcarce worthy an Englifh fpun halter, 

Will fly before heroes from famous Gibraltar. 

We're wond'rous a/erte too, and gallop each night, 

Till our fleeds pant for breath, though their burthens are 
light: 

For we're feather weights all, faving Chvgrt and 
Hiwcut, 


And the latter’s aye forming a pen from a new quill ; 


ing to the fea, by means of flood gates. . The heavy guns came flowly one 
by one,up the canal from Oftend, there was no fign of the promifed 
fleet, and the fettled calm in the town, feemed only to vareet a dread 
ful ftorm, 

* Field marfhal Frey rac commanded the covering army, confifting of 
the Hanoverians, and pargief the Auftrian quota furnifhed by Prince Co. 
sourc, muttering in the whole about 12,0co men as was generally fup- 
pofed, though fome Hanoverian officers have computed it at only 9,000- 
He had fucceeded in taking up his ground at Hendjchoore, and thereby kept 
the garrifon of Bergues pent up within their walls. On Mons Caffel the 
French, however, foon conftruéted a moft formidable camp, fending thi« 
ther daily frefh troops from Lille, communicating with the town ef Duns 
kirk by Gravelines: The forts of St. André and St. Louis were alfo in 
their hands, and the befiegers had made their approaches on the Flemifix 
fide of the town where it was beit defended. 

An epidemical diforder very foon appeared amongiithe txoepe, encreaf. 
ing daily, called the Dunkirk fever, which carried off the foldiers rapidly, 
though they fuffered but little when on duty, from the fhells aimed at 
their batteries, which were thrown with fuch force, that they generally 
buried themfelves in the fand, and the fufees were extinguifhed cre 
they burft. 

Prince Conoure was at this period proceeding vigoroufly with the 
fiege of Le Quefnoi; the allies “had been fuccefsful in their various 
fkirmifhes on the left banks of the Rhine, and Gen. Wuxmsur’s head 
quarters were advanced to Rbinzaberen; on the 20th of Auguft a fevere en= 
gegement took place near the town of Lauterberg; no fignal advantages 
‘were gaincd, though many lives were loft on both fides, The Republi- 
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While the country we fcow’r, and the poft reconnoitre, . 
Still Biv igex “remains, for the dinner to cater. 

Tir’d of padding the hoof in the guards, very foon 
Againft nature you'll grant, he became a dragoon. 

For on horfeback we find he’as a tickelitfh feat, 

Tho’ fam’d as an excellent judge of good meat. 

At croak of a raven, or chant of a linnet, 

Should fteed prick his ears, BEN x’s down in a minute, 
The reafon of this we can truly expound, 

He’s ffiort in the fork, and his thigh’s rather round. 
None fo aétive with us as Pr: ce J—n, and we're fure 
From what he declares we are fully fecure. 

Juft now, he’s come down from a fycamore tree, 
Where he’s been for this hour with his friend the marquis ; 
And they plainly difcover’d if fame reports true, 

A man, a la diftance, habillie en bleu, 

A Frenchman of courfe, and I'll venture a bet, 

A centinel mounted, yclep’d a vider 

That remains to be prov’d tho’, but dinner I fpy, 

I {cent fricandeaus, and muft bid you good bye. 





cans however abandoned feveral ammunition waggons, and 1g pieces of 
heavy artillery. The Duke of Bxunswicx was atthat time at Homburg 
in the duchy of Dewx Ponts, and detaching Prince Honzn.one to keep 
theenemy polted at New Hornbach in check, made a fuccefsful attack 
upon the camp at Feljenbrunn, where a corps of between 6, and 7,000 of 
the French had pitched their tents, 

A general attack was made upon the Dutch pofts by a column of the 
enemy, drawn fromthecamp of Madelaine, under the walls of Lille. Lan- 
noi, Roubaix, Turcoin, and Rong, were carried by the French, but foon re- 
taken, Another corps advanced at the fame moment upon Wervickes 
where, experiencing a more formidable oppofition than was expetted, 
they precipitately retreated, unable to effeét the paflage of the Lys, 
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